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   Boston, MA – Graphic Times, a suspenseful debut novel by veteran newspaper reporter Joe Costanzo, has put the fictional Arizona town of Two-Hat on the literary map.

    This scorching journey strays off the well-trodden path of conventional mystery novels to explore a sensational patricide amidst the deeper, eternal mysteries of the American Southwest.

     Graphic Times was recently named a Bookviews.com fiction “pick” by Alan Caruba, a charter member of the National Book Critics Circle. And last month, the Library Bookwatch of the Midwest Book Review called Graphic Times “a fine novel of suspense surrounding the world of the printed media, highly entertaining and recommended reading.”
    In the first month after the novel’s release, its e-book version topped the mystery/crime book chart on Barnes and Noble’s Fictionwise.com, and the paperback edition is now also available in bookstores throughout Arizona.

    Costanzo, who covered some of the biggest news stories in the West during his 25-year career with the Deseret News in neighboring Utah, said he drew heavily upon his journalistic experience as well as his Italian-Catholic heritage for the thematic framework of the novel.

    Like the protagonist in the story, a reporter who ventures out of his black-and-white world of objective facts into one colored by half-truths and fantasies, Costanzo said his journey from journalism to fiction was disorienting and revealing.

    “I was inspired by an obscure lecture by Henry David Thoreau, in which he admonished his audience to ‘Read not the Times; read the Eternities.’ He contended that knowledge comes to us in flashes of light from heaven rather than from the ephemeral details that fill our daily papers and our daily lives.”

    That’s not to say that Costanzo has forsworn journalism. “Also like my protagonist, Anthony Logan, I’m still a news junkie, and I love newspapers.”

     Logan is a hotshot reporter for the Times, a journalist at the top of his game, until he inadvertently derails the sensational murder trial of Peter DiSanti. An unassuming Italian Renaissance scholar, DiSanti stands accused of killing his father, a notorious mob kingpin named Frank “Bets” DiSanti. Because of Logan’s blunder, the young DiSanti is set free, and Logan himself finds out what it’s like to be on the receiving end of the news business.

     Disgraced and dispirited, he resigns himself to teaching journalism while occasionally stringing for the Times just to break the tedium of academe.
     When the reclusive DiSanti resurfaces with a bizarre story he will tell only to Logan, the reporter eagerly seizes upon the assignment as his chance for redemption. He enlists 
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the services of freelance photographer and aspiring clairvoyant Jettie Wetherill, who does 
most of her work for a garish tabloid called the Graphic Times, and together the clashing duo set out for DiSanti’s hideaway in the scorching town of Two-Hat, Arizona. Their goal: to persuade DiSanti to confess to the murder of his father. But their probing takes an unexpected turn down a dead-end trail to the scoop of a lifetime.
    Readers in the New West will recognize not only the red-hot landscape against which the story unfolds, but also the conflicts, culture and characters that color and animate the narrative. There is an apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary paddling a kayak through the Arizona sky, a cowboy poet who bemoans the demise of the Old West, a Native American personal injury lawyer who straddles the Old and the New, a scrappy Mormon widow who runs an animal sanctuary, a dashing hydrologist in league with unscrupulous developers, a New Age artist, troubled teens fleeing from a desert survival program, a hot-dogging sheriff, a priest with an overabundance of faith, and the outsider who is both bewildered and intrigued by them all. And even the town’s odd name - Two-Hat – won’t seem so odd in a state whose map is peppered with the likes of Dos Cabezas, Arsenic Tubs, Two Guns, Show Low, Happy Jack, Cowlic, Contention and Why.

    The author, Joe (Giuseppe) Costanzo, was born in Pedivigliano, a town in the mountains of Calabria in Southern Italy. He emigrated to America with his family in 1954, sailing aboard the ill-fated Andrea Doria. From New York, the family headed west, settling in Salt Lake City, near the coal mines of Eastern Utah and Colorado, where his grandfather once worked.

    At the age of nineteen, while attending the University of Utah, Costanzo landed his first full-time job as a reporter working for the Deseret News, one of the daily newspapers in Salt Lake City, and that same year won his first national news writing award for his coverage of an airline hijacking.

    Over the next three decades, Costanzo covered such high-profile stories as the execution of Gary Gilmore; the trials of Congressman Alan Howe, polygamist leader Ervil LeBaron, serial killer Joseph Paul Franklin, and New York socialite Frances Schreuder; the contentious Equal Rights Amendment debate; the fallout from the atomic tests in Nevada, which reached from St. George to Boston; and too many murders, fires, calamities, political races and legislative sessions to recall.
    Costanzo won numerous regional and national awards for his investigative reporting and news writing, including recognition from the William Randolph Hearst Foundation, the Associated Press and the Society of Professional Journalists.
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