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Reduce Waiting & No-Shows ¢ Increase Admissions & Continuation








Madison, Wisc. – June 25, 2009 

On July 30-August 1, 2009, NIATx and the State Associations of Addiction Services (SAAS) will host the2009 NIATx Summit and SAAS National Conference at the JW Marriott Star Pass Resort in Tucson, Arizona. 

Addiction treatment providers, payers, policymakers, and clinicians will come together to celebrate recent successes in treatment access and retention and learn cutting-edge practices to improve the quality of treatment service.

Newly nominated Deputy Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, Thomas McLellan, Ph.D, will be the opening speaker for the 2009 event’s  “Future of the Field” plenary discussion.
Other featured presenters include Dr. H. Westley Clark, Director of the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment under the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and Dr. Timothy Condon, Deputy Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

Established in 2003, NIATx is a partnership between the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's Paths to Recovery program, the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment's Strengthening Treatment Access and Retention program, and a number of independent addiction treatment organizations. 

A division of the University of Wisconsin-Madison's Center for Health Enhancement Systems Studies, NIATx helps substance abuse and mental health treatment organizations improve consumer access to and retention in treatment.  Dr. David H. Gustafson, nationally recognized expert on organizational change, serves as the director of NIATx. 

Through a series of targeted programs, NIATx works to counter the staggering statistics for addiction in America:

· An estimated 23 million Americans age 12 and older need treatment for substance use disorders and addictions

· Less than 10 percent of them actually receive treatment

· Dropout rates among those who do near 30 percent

Since 2003, NIATx has helped treatment centers make dramatic improvements in access to and retention in treatment. NIATx organizations have used the NIATx model of process improvement to: 

· Reduce wait times by 35 percent

· Reduce no-shows by 33 percent

· Increase admissions by 22 percent

· Increase continuations through treatment by 22 percent

SAAS, the State Associations of Addiction Services, is the leading national organization of state alcohol and drug addiction treatment and prevention provider associations. Through its  member associations, SAAS has a direct link to thousands of prevention and treatment programs that are the core of the publicly supported addiction services system.
NIATx and SAAS invite interested parties to announce the 2009 NIATx Summit and SAAS National Conference or to cover this event in full. For more information or to arrange an interview with featured speakers, please contact Maureen Fitzgerald, NIATx Editor, at (608) 890-0937 or mmfitzgerald@chess.wisc.edu.

You may find additional background on NIATx and SAAS, as well as a complete the2009 NIATx Summit and SAAS National Conference schedule, at http://www.saasniatx.net
