ISWNE elects veteran newspaperman as president
A newspaperman with 33 years of experience in the Phoenix metropolitan area has been elected president of the International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors (ISWNE) for 2009-10.

Jim Painter, 58, managing editor of the West Valley View in Avondale, Ariz., was elected on June 26 during ISWNE’s annual conference in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. Jeremy Condliffe, editor of the Congleton Chronicle series of newspapers in Cheshire, England, assumed the vice presidency.
Painter began his newspaper career in 1977 as chief photographer at the News-Sun (now the Daily News-Sun) in Sun City, Ariz., shortly after graduating from Eastern Illinois University with a bachelor’s degree in journalism. At the time, the News-Sun was published by Burt and Ursula Freireich, parents of View publisher Elliott Freireich.

Before earning his degree, Painter served in the Army from 1971 to 1973 as a military policeman and a medical photographer.

Painter started working for the West Valley View as a part-time photographer one week after the newspaper’s first issue in April 1986. By 1988, he was a full-time photographer/reporter, and eventually became the assistant editor.

In 1991, Painter was promoted to the editor position and served in that position until he accepted a job as senior photographer for the Arizona State University News Bureau in 1996.

After a brief stint at ASU, Painter realized he missed the newsroom, and accepted a position as news editor at the Daily News-Sun, where he remained until his return to the West Valley View in November 2000.

