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PRESS RELEASE
FROM IRONMAN TO AQUAMAN 

ONE ARIZONAN QUALIFIES FOR WORLD TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP

FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA—Dr. Grant Patrick Smith, long time resident of Fountain Hills, Arizona, an accomplished local chiropractor and acupuncturist, has qualified as a team member for the prestigious Team USA and will participate in the Aquathlon World Championship to be held in the Gold Coast, Australia on September 9th.

Smith is the only triathlon athlete from the State of Arizona to compete for  the United States along side 6,400 athletes, 42 from the US and  44 other countries.   “This is just amazing,” said Smith, “and I'm scrambling to make sure that it will really happen. This is a once in a lifetime chance that I didn't even see coming.”

A “GO GRANT GO  RALLY” will be held Saturday, August 15th from 2 pm to 5 pm at the Fountain Hills Community Center to raise funds.  The public is invited  to attend a fund raising  rally.   There will be food, drink, live music, raffle prizes and lots of  fun.  Local community sponsors include Fountain Hills Community Foundation, Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce, Town of Fountain Hills.   Local dignitaries will include State Representative John Kavanagh, Fountain Hills Mayor Jay Schlum and  Town Council members. 



Team USA provides support for athletes, but, like most of those who compete in the Olympics and other sports at the international level, Smith will have to provide much of the funding himself.  Estimated costs for air travel, hotel, food, equipment and entry fees is estimated to be between $10,000 to $15,000.  “That's why I'm calling on my friends and those in Fountain Hills who have known us all these years to help,” said Smith.  Supporters can stay up-to-date with Smith's training and learn about fund raising events and other ways they can help him make it to Australia by book-marking Smith’s website:  www.grantpatricksmith.com.

GRANT SMITH BIO    “It is by will alone that I set my mind in motion.”
Grant Patrick Smith, 39, a chiropractic physician and board-certified acupuncturist for 15 years,  has run a family-owned practice with his mother, Dr. Elizabeth Smith in Fountain Hills, Arizona, where he lives with his wife, Tralonie, and his two daughters, Fallon and Jillian. 

A professional racquetball player for 25 years, Smith is also a seasoned martial artist, with a 4th degree black belt in Tae Kwon Do and a 1st degree black belt in Hapkido. Smith says he turned to the grueling sport of triathlon, “It was a form of therapy for me,” remembers Smith “spurred by the death of my older brother, Jimmy.”

Smith’s proud sponsors include California’s HERBALIFE (Scot & Nikki Rotherham) and FLUID, NUUN, RUDY PROJECT, MUSCLE MAX and ZOGISLE, ROCKWELL TIMING and the acclaimed SPECIAL OLYMPICS.  Smith is seeking other sponsors to help fund the growing costs of participation.  Interested sponsors may contact Smith to discuss branding opportunities during the upcoming event.

Smith recently hired a new triathlon coach, Chris Aikman, to prepare him for the grueling Ironman Triathlon race held in Couer d' Alene-Idaho this July and he spends 30 hours a week training under Aikman’s guidance to increase his endurance.    “I felt strong at the Ironman competition in Coeur d'Alene, finishing in 13 hours and 10 minutes, keeping a little something in reserve for the challenges ahead,” said Smith.   “My participation in the Pacific Coast Triathlon on July 26th was grueling and it qualified me for the sprint event at the World Championships in Australia.


ABOUT INTERNATIONAL TRIATHLON UNION (ITU) AND TEAM USA
Founded in 1989, the International Triathlon Union (ITU) oversees the World Triathlon Championships.  Team USA selected Smith to represent the United States in the Aquathlon, 40-44 age group. “For an age-group triathlete, this is the Olympics,” said Smith, “and one of the few chances we have to represent  our country in competition.”

The Aquathlon is a 2.4 km (1.5 mi) run, followed by 1000 m (1094 yds) swim in open water,  ending with a second 2.4 km (1.5 mi) run..

Team USA was created by USA Triathlon to be a team of age-group-amateurs who will best represent the United States and compete in the International Triathlon Union’s (ITU) world championships, which attracts the best athletes from around the world in 50 countries.

To find out more about Team USA Triathlon or how you can be a part of a team that represents the United States in your age group check out the web link below:

http://usatriathlon.org/content/index/1748
http://usatriathlon.org/content/index/1747
MEDIA CONTACT PERSON:

Or Contact Aquaman, Grant Smith, direct at 480-837-2600

Email: gpsdc@aol.com
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