For reliability sake, keep

public notices in newspapers
By David Hatfield
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How do you know if you know the information you’re supposed to know?

Think about it. In these days of instantaneous information, the temptation might be to think everything a person should know is out there on the World Wide Web. But how do we know if it is? 

The catch is somebody has got to put it there in the first place.

When it comes to public or legal notices in Arizona, it’s up to newspapers. But there have been efforts to change that, suggesting that government entities could take over the responsibilities simply by posting their notices online.

Almost anyone can put anything on the Internet, but when it comes to reliability, bona fide news organizations win out. That’s because newspapers and other news organizations have justifiably earned a reputation for verifying accuracy and consistency.
Every once in a while an outrageous claim put on some personal blog can be the source of chatter, but when it comes to whether to believe it or not, readers invariably turn to a news Web site. 

The same thing holds true when it comes to legal notices or public notices. This is information about governments and other services that affect our lives. It could be something about a nearby park or bid specifications for a new roadway. It could be about a business seeking a liquor license or asking for a rezoning. 

While technology exists that could allow for the circumvention of newspapers for publishing public notices, it would remove an essential piece of the process – namely the third-party responsibility provided by newspapers. 
It could also be burdensome in these days when employees are already being asked to do more. 
What would happen if a public notice slips through the cracks and doesn’t get posted? Without proper notice as required by law, the decision would be called into question and possibly be nullified.  There could also be allegations of impropriety over whether the error was a simple mistake or something more sinister.

Placing the responsibility for ensuring that public notices are, indeed, made public has been well-served in the hands of newspapers. There is a permanent printed public record that cannot be altered. 

That’s not to say newspapers can’t also make that notice more widely distributed via electronic means. The Arizona Newspapers Association does just that, allowing readers anywhere in the world to tap in to them at www.publicnoticeads.com.
Public or legal notices in newspapers have a long history dating to the 1660s in England and brought to this country during colonial times. There’s a reason they’ve stood the test of time. It’s a system that works. 
So, back to the original question: How do you know if you know the information you’re supposed to know? 

The answer is because a newspaper was responsible to make certain that you got the information.  
