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Research from the National Newspaper Association indicates 86 percent of Main Street America continues to rely upon community newspapers to keep informed and empowered. 
If we’re to have government transparency at the local level about information that can affect our lives as citizens, we can’t allow Arizona legislators to eliminate public notices from newspapers. 
These notices provide such information as new ordinances or laws, bid specifications for roadways or other building projects, changes in fees at local parks and rezoning requests.

The idea to keep local governments’ activities in stealth mode, presumably to cut expenses, occurs regularly during a tough economy.

Proponents say government entities could take over the responsibilities of informing the public by posting their notices on their individual Web sites.
When it comes to trimming budgets - however well-intentioned - it simply makes no sense if the idea truly is to maintain an informed public.
About 76 percent of community newspaper readers will read public notices, according to the September 2008 NNA study. 

According to September 2009 statistics gathered by Nielson Online, 74.1 percent of Americans have access to the web. That leaves at least 25 percent of the public with no access to public notices if legislators decide to go this route.
In Arizona, the figure could be higher due to our rural demographics. 
For those who want to access public notices on-line, at no additional costs to the taxpayer or the advertiser, Arizona newspapers already post their notices to one single database, PublicNoticeAds.com.
It is a well-oiled machine updated regularly. Why should the public wait for each county government and municipality to reinvent the wheel, especially when more than a quarter of the citizenry will not even have access to the information? 

They shouldn’t. Arizona newspapers already have public notices totally covered. 
